EDUZONE: International Peer Reviewed/Refereed Multidisciplinary Journal (EIPRMJ), ISSN: 2319-5045
Volume 7, Issue 1, January-June, 2018, Impact Factor: 5.138, Available online at: www.eduzonejournal.com

Diasporic Elements in Indian Novels

Dr. Shyamli Sona
Assistant Professor and Incharge, Department of English, Kanya Maha Vidhyalay, Arya Samaj, Bhoor, Bareilly
ABSTRACT

Diaspora has become one of the most significant themes in modern Indian English literature. Many Indian
writers living abroad have explored the experiences of migration, cultural displacement, identity crisis, and the
emotional attachment to the homeland. Diasporic novels reflect the psychological and social conditions of
individuals who leave their native country and settle in foreign lands. These works often present the struggle of
migrants to maintain their cultural identity while adapting to the culture of the host country. Prominent writers
such as Salman Rushdie, Jhumpa Labhiri, Bharati Mukherjee, and V. S. Naipaul have contributed significantly
to diasporic literature. Their novels portray themes such as nostalgia, cultural conflict, hybridity, alienation, and
the search for identity. This paper examines the major diasporic elements present in Indian novels and
highlights how these literary works represent the complex experiences of Indians living outside their homeland.
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INTRODUCTION

The concept of diaspora has gained considerable importance in contemporary literature. The term diaspora refers to the
dispersion of people from their original homeland to various parts of the world. Historically, migration has occurred for
several reasons such as trade, colonization, education, employment, and political changes. In the modern world,
globalization and technological development have increased the movement of people across national boundaries.

In literature, diaspora refers to the experiences of individuals who live away from their homeland but maintain
emotional, cultural, and historical connections with it. Diasporic literature reflects the challenges faced by migrants as
they attempt to adjust to new societies while preserving their cultural identity.

Indian diasporic literature developed particularly during the twentieth century when large numbers of Indians migrated
to countries such as the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, and Australia. These migrants encountered
different social systems, languages, and cultural traditions, which often created feelings of displacement and alienation.
Indian writers living abroad began to express these experiences through novels and short stories.

Writers such as Salman Rushdie, Jhumpa Lahiri, Bharati Mukherjee, and V. S. Naipaul have explored the complexities
of diasporic identity in their works. Their novels present the emotional struggles of migrants who attempt to balance
their traditional cultural roots with the demands of modern Western societies.

Diasporic novels therefore provide valuable insights into the cultural, psychological, and social dimensions of
migration. They highlight the challenges of adapting to new environments while maintaining a sense of belonging to
one’s homeland.

Diaspora in Indian English Literature

Indian English literature has undergone significant transformation over the past few decades. Earlier literary works
mainly focused on themes related to colonialism, nationalism, and social reform within India. However, with increasing
migration and globalization, Indian writers began to explore the experiences of Indians living abroad.

Diasporic writing became an important part of Indian English literature as it reflected the realities of migration and
cross-cultural interaction. These works portray the emotional journey of migrants who attempt to reconcile their past
with their present.

Diasporic novels often explore the idea of living between two worlds. Migrants carry memories of their homeland
while adapting to the lifestyle of the host country. This situation creates a sense of dual identity, where individuals feel
connected to both cultures but fully belong to neither.

For instance, in The Namesake, the story revolves around an Indian immigrant family living in the United States. The

novel portrays the cultural adjustments faced by the first generation of immigrants and the identity struggles
experienced by their children who grow up in a different cultural environment.
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Similarly, Midnight’s Children explores the themes of history, migration, and identity through a complex narrative that
connects personal experiences with national history.

Major Diasporic Elements in Indian Novels

-Nostalgia and Memory of Homeland

One of the most prominent features of diasporic literature is nostalgia for the homeland. Migrants often feel
emotionally connected to their native country even after living abroad for many years. Memories of childhood, family
traditions, festivals, language, and food become important symbols of their cultural identity.

Diasporic novels frequently portray characters who remember their homeland with longing and affection. These
memories help migrants maintain a connection with their cultural roots. At the same time, nostalgia can also create a
sense of sadness because migrants realize that they may never fully return to their original way of life.

In The Namesake, the characters Ashoke and Ashima struggle to adapt to American society while preserving their
Indian traditions. Ashima often feels homesick and longs for the familiar environment of India. Her experiences
represent the emotional challenges faced by many first-generation immigrants.

-ldentity Crisis
Identity crisis is another important element in diasporic novels. Migrants often experience confusion about their
cultural identity because they are influenced by two different cultural environments.

The first generation of immigrants usually tries to maintain their traditional cultural values, while the second generation
often adopts the culture of the host country. This difference sometimes creates tension between parents and children.
The protagonist Gogol in The Namesake struggles with his unusual name and his cultural background. He attempts to
distance himself from his Indian identity but eventually learns to accept his heritage.

This struggle reflects the broader experience of many diasporic individuals who must negotiate between the cultural
expectations of their families and the social norms of the country in which they live.

-Cultural Conflict
Diasporic novels often portray conflicts between traditional Indian values and Western lifestyles. Migrants may face
difficulties when their cultural practices differ from those of the host society.

For example, issues related to marriage, family relationships, gender roles, and religious practices often become
sources of conflict. Immigrant families may try to preserve their traditions, while younger generations may prefer to
adopt the cultural norms of the host country.

In Jasmine, the protagonist undergoes several transformations as she moves from India to the United States. Each stage
of her journey reflects a new cultural identity shaped by her experiences in different environments.

The novel demonstrates how migration can change an individual’s sense of identity and belonging.

-Sense of Alienation and Displacement

Alienation is a common theme in diasporic literature. Migrants often feel isolated in a foreign country due to cultural
differences, language barriers, and social discrimination. They may feel that they do not fully belong to either their
homeland or the host country.

This sense of displacement can create psychological stress and emotional loneliness. Diasporic novels frequently
portray characters who struggle to find a place where they truly belong.

In many works by V. S. Naipaul, characters experience feelings of rootlessness and uncertainty about their cultural
identity. His novel A House for Mr Biswas reflects the historical experiences of the Indian diaspora in the Caribbean.

-Hybridity and Cultural Transformation
Diasporic literature often highlights the development of hybrid identities. Migrants combine elements of their native
culture with aspects of the host culture to create a new cultural identity.

This blending of cultures is often referred to as cultural hybridity. Diasporic individuals may celebrate both Indian
festivals and Western traditions, speak multiple languages, and adopt different cultural practices.

Many novels by Salman Rushdie explore the idea that identity is not fixed but constantly evolving. His works
emphasize how migration creates new cultural possibilities and forms of expression.
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Hybridity therefore becomes an important feature of diasporic life, representing the creative interaction between
different cultural traditions.

Role of Diasporic Writers in Global Literature
Indian diasporic writers have played a significant role in bringing international recognition to Indian English literature.
Their works reach a global audience and introduce readers to the cultural diversity of India.

These writers also highlight the experiences of immigrant communities and raise important questions about identity,
belonging, and cultural change. Through their novels, they create a bridge between different cultures and societies.

For example, the works of Jhumpa Lahiri focus on family relationships, generational conflicts, and the emotional
struggles of immigrants. Her simple yet powerful narratives provide deep insights into the lives of diasporic
individuals.

Similarly, Bharati Mukherjee portrays the transformation of immigrant identities in North America. Her novels
emphasize the courage and resilience required to build a new life in a foreign country.

Through their writings, these authors contribute to the development of multicultural literature and promote cross-
cultural understanding.

CONCLUSION

Diasporic elements occupy a central place in Indian English novels. These works reflect the experiences of migration,
cultural conflict, identity crisis, nostalgia, alienation, and the search for belonging. Indian diasporic writers portray the
emotional and psychological challenges faced by migrants as they attempt to adapt to new societies while maintaining
connections with their homeland.

The study of diasporic literature provides valuable insights into the complexities of cultural identity in a globalized
world. It highlights how migration influences individual identity, family relationships, and cultural traditions.

Indian diasporic novels therefore serve as an important literary medium for understanding the experiences of Indians
living abroad. They demonstrate how literature can capture the emotional realities of migration and contribute to
broader discussions about culture, identity, and globalization.
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